
534 MINES AND MINERALS 

4.—Indexes of the Volume of Production of the Principal Mining Industries 1947-56 

(1935-39=100) 

NOTE.—Comparable figures from 1935 are given in the 1954 Year Book, p. 523. 
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Subsection 2.—Provincial Distr ibution of Mineral Production 

The continued rise in mineral production in 1956 was shared by all provinces except 
Nova Scotia where values dropped 0.8 p.c. The Yukon Territory also increased its output 
but the Northwest Territories reported a decline of 10.3 p.c. 

Ontario again led the provinces, producing 31.0 p.c. by value of the mineral output 
of Canada. Although Ontario's physical production is rising rapidly, the percentage 
contribution of this Province to the Canadian total is slowly declining, having been 49.4 
in 1940 and 35.1 in 1950. Ontario's advance of 9.8 p.c. in 1956 over 1955 resulted mainly 
from increases in nickel, copper and iron ore. Quebec retained second place, its share of 
the Canadian total being 20.6 p.c. as compared with 19.9 in 1955 and 21.1 in 1950. Quebec's 
increase in value of output in 1956 was 19.5 p .c , the highest gains being in copper, iron 
ore and asbestos. Alberta followed Quebec closely, contributing 19.8 p.c. of the nation s 
total in 1956, most of it made up of petroleum and natural gas. The increase in the 
Province in 1956 was 25.4 p.c. 

British Columbia, with 9.6 p.c. of Canada's value of mineral production in 1956, 
contributed 77.7 p.c. of the lead, 52.4 p.c. of the zinc and 32.4 p.c. of the silver. Saskat
chewan reported an increase in mineral production of 34.0 p.c. in 1956 and advanced its 
share of the Canadian total to 5.5 p.c. from 4.7 p.c. in the previous year. Newfoundland 
with a production doubled in value since 1954, also increased its portion of the Canadian 
total to 4.2 p.c. in 1956 from 3.8 p.c. in 1955, mostly as a result of heavier iron ore shipments. 
Manitoba and Nova Scotia each contributed 3.2 p.c. of the total in 1956. The 
decline in the latter province was caused by lower production of copper, lead and zinc. 
New Brunswick's contribution, though the lowest among the provinces, showed an en
couraging increase of 15.3 p.c. in 1956. 


